

HERON ISLAND 

GREAT BARRIER REEF 



MOST FASCINATING ISLAND DF ALL 



A LOVELY CORAL ISLE 

THE CAPRICORNS are the most beautiful of 
the coral islands along the Barrier or within 
Torres Strait. The water has a clearness and the 
coral sand a whiteness unknown within the 
lagoon channel .... 

"There is probably no other region so accessible where 
coral can be seen under such ideal conditions, with every 
shade of colour, every delicate branch and plate so perfectly 
to be descried through the crystal clearness of the blue 
waters. . . ." 

DR. C M. YONGE 
("A Year on the Great Barrier Reef " I 

WHERE IS HERON ISLAND? 

ONE of the many drifts of coral 
isles which throng north for more 
than a thousand miles along the 
Queensland coast, Heron Island is situ- 
ated 45 miles north-east of Port Curtis, 
almost on the Tropic of Capricorn. Glad- 
stone, 328 miles north of Brisbane on 
the main northern railway, is the port of 
embarkation. 

Heron Island has an area of 1 40 acres 
and is thickly forested with pisonias, 
tournefortias and casuarinas. Wide sandy 
beaches encircle the island. The shel- 
tered lagoon is ideal for bathing. 

The Capricorn and Bunker Groups of 
coral cays represent the far southern ex- 
tremity of the Great Barrier Reefs. In 
point of beauty and holiday interests they 
yield pride of place to none of the islands 
within this fascinating region. 
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SERVICE AND ACCOMMODATION 

LEAVING Brisbane in the evening by the Sunshine Kxpress, visitors 
arrive at Gladstone for breakfast and transfer either to the "Capre" 
<60ft.) or "Christine" (35ft. ), both ocean-going launches. The island 
is reached the same afternoon. Several islands are passed en route, so 
that during the 45-mile voyage land is never out of sight. The "Capre" 
and "Christine" are also used for cruising and for fishing trips among 
the islands. Small boats and glass-bottom floats for viewing the under- 
water life of the reefs are also available. 

There is accommodation on Heron Island for sixty guests. The 
cabins and huts are equipped with electric light. Hot salt showers and 
baths are conveniently situated. The island is equipped with a septic 
system. In the large well-ventilated community hall are the dining and 
social rooms, partly floored for dancing, containing a piano, P. A. system 
and wireless. The lounge and bar are adjacent. The island has a liquor 
license, and a refrigeration plant has been installed. A dark-room is 
available for photographers. There is also a tennis court. The boat 
crews are competent and possess a thorough knowledge of the region. 



The "Capre," an ocean- 
going auxiliary launch, is 
one of the vessels used for 
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CORALS AND TROPIC ISLES 

ERE among the deep blue solitudes of sea and sky is a new 
and fascinating world for the holiday-maker. Under a sky 
nat is nearly always fair, and blessed with a beatific climate 
throughout the year, air-conditioned by trade winds and ocean 
currents, this island resort at the southern extremity of the far- 
famed Great Barrier Reefs is an ideal marine playground. 

—TURTLES: Warm golden days in the open — 
fishing, cruising, bathing, fossicking on the reefs . . . glorious 
tropic sunsets, and the witchery of moonlight silvering the lagoon 
. . . teeming rookeries of mutton-birds, white-capped noddies, 
Caspian terns, silver gulls, gannets . . . watching turtles by 
torchlight when they come ashore to "nest" along silent 
stretches of beach . . . and always the music of silver tides and 
the sighing of casuarinas. 

And the coral reefs! Fossicking on the sea- 
floor of the shallow lagoon, half exposed at low tide, is a fas- 
cinating pastime. On very calm days you can stand on the edge 
of the coralline platform where it slopes steeply to the deeps, 
and peer down to where sometimes it is like a sheer wall, some- 
times like broken battlements, disappearing into blue and green 
profundities of colour. The broken tide sweeps across the lip 
of the reef in a tempestuous flood, ankle or knee deep, and 
boils over the crystal-clear coral pools. 

CORAL FISH Beneath the tide-bared reef may be enormous caverns. Down through a 
fissure you will see the water for hundreds of feet shot with light — see the unbelievable, the 
supernatural, the tales of faerie! Pillars of white and pink and lavender alabaster, shot with 
veins of green and brown and grey, sustain the "roof." Far, far down the white sandy bottom 
slopes into the gloom of depth. Through fantastic castles of coral, towered and turreted, flash 
and flame tiny tropic fish, literally living sapphires and emeralds and rubies — flights of fish as 
thick as driven rain of every imaginable colour and combination of colour that any artist has 
ever dreamed. 

SEA-STARS — SHELLS: And in the warm hyaline coral pools that mirror the blue of sky, 
the white of cloud, are brightly-hued anemones and sea-stars, delicately patterned shells, hermit 
crabs, clams with variegated mantles, beche-de-mer, and many other oddities of the reefs . . . 
Heron Island, and the other members of the Capricorn and Bunker Groups of cays, are noted 
for the beauty and variety of their coral reefs. 



NOTE. — The removal or destruction of flora or fauna, terrestrial or marine, 
from Heron Island and adjacent islands is strictly prohibited by 
Order-in -Council. 



FOR YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY 



HE bright waters that wash the maze of living reefs encircling Heron Island harbour 
1 an infinite variety of fish. The region is noted among anglers for its excellent sport 
throughout the year, both for surface-feeding and bottom-feeding fish. 

Reef-fish include red emperors, coral cod, king snapper, 
hussars, blue-spotted groper, rainbow trout, sweetlip, morwong, parrot-fish — every one an 
object of beauty, for the markings and colourings of the coral fish are particularly striking. 

Among the game-fish caught among the Cap- 
ricorn and Bunker Groups by means of a trailing 
line from a moving launch are Spanish mackerel, 
wahoo, queenfish, turrum, albacore, giant pike and 
tuna, while marlins and sailfish are sometimes 
landed and are probably more common than at 
present realised 

The unclouded sky an im- 
mense cobalt-plated dome, the limitless sea of deep 
azure; noddies and terns wheeling in flight from 
pirating frigate-birds, with mutton-birds shearing 
erratically over the surface of the waves; the wind 
blowing fresh and free and showering the fore-deck 
with spray; an adjacent cay like a band of shining 
white plumed with green, and a long line of white 
on the horizon where the Pacific surge breaks on 
barely submerged reefs .... What an ideal realm 
of holiday! Cruising among the coral isles, landing 
for picnics, to explore the reefs, or in search of 
birds and shells, provide unbounded enjoyment. 

BLUE LAGOONS FOR SWIMMING: Bathing 
in the sheltered lagoon, with the opaline waters 
seeming to possess an invigorating caress; basking 





in the pagan sunshine; lounging in the cool shade 
of tournefortias and pisonias; strolling along the 
star-lit beach, or joining in the various indoor games 
and dancing at evening .... You will find that 
your vacation on Heron Island will be crammed full 
of interest and enjoyment from beginning to end. 
ENJOY A HOLIDAY THE HERON ISLAND WAY! 



ISITORS would be advised to pack ample sup- 
V plies of beach and sports wear, with changes 
for less informal attire in the evenings. If subject 
to sunburn, suitable clothing should be taken to 
wear while fishing or cruising. A broad-brimmed 
hat or helmet, sandals or sandshoes, perhaps waders 
for "reefing," bathing costume, fishing tackle, elec- 
tric torch, camera and sun-glasses, raincoat, first- 
aid kit are also suggested for inclusion — but guard 
against excess luggage. The island store stocks a few 
lines of English cigarettes, sweets, soft drinks, films, 
fishing gear, etc. Make sure that several pairs of old 
shorts are packed — for it is said that there is no 
catching large fish in dry breeches! A warm over- 
coat or pullover should be included if you are visit- 
ing Heron Island during the "winter" months, for 
the evenings sometimes turn decidedly cool. There 
are no snakes, mosquitoes or sandflies on the island. 




3. Teaming rookeries of Crested Ten 



Fossicking on the Tide-bared Reefs 



COSTS 



ETAILED information concerning costs of tours to 
Heron Island is contained in the separate inset Re- 
duced tariffs are quoted for organised parties. Students and 
teachers on vacation also receive special concessions. The 
management of Barrier Reef Tours, Gladstone, reserve the 
right to alter published timetables without further notice. In 
the event of unfavourable weather conditions causing variation 
of schedules, or other unavoidable circumstances delaying 
visitors, they are requested to bear additional expense in- 
curred (if any) for accommodation or transportation to or 
from the mainland. 



Heron Island Tourist Resort is operated by Barrier Reef 
Tours, Gladstone. Telephone 69. 

The principal booking agency is the Queensland Govern- 
ment Tourist Bureau at whose offices rail tickets at concession 
fares may be obtained for travel to Gladstone en route to 
Heron Island. 



For schedules, costs and inclusive bookings apply to 



QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU 



BOOKINGS 



17 Martin Place 
SYDNEY 



ADELAIDE STREET, BRISBANE 
e 303 Collins Street 

MELBOURNE 

and at ROCKHAMPTON, TOWNSVILLE and CAIRNS 



Plaza Arcade 
PERTH 



